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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communication: of an original application filed on 
2 October 2003. 

2. Claims 1-20 are currently pending, claims 1,19, and 20 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Xie et al. US 
Patent Publication No. 2004/0059942 (hereinafter '942) . 

As to independent claim 1, "A method of distributing information packets 
containing headers over a communication network, from multiple send endpoint ports, in a 
send endpoint unit, through a standard based send firewall adapter, across at least one 
firewall, through a standard based receive firewall adapter, to multiple receive endpoint 
ports in a receive endpoint unit, comprising the steps of: determining a single firewall port 
through the at least one firewall, from a plurality of firewall ports into the network" is 
taught in '942 page 2, paragraph 0020; 
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"opening a network tunnel connection over the communication network, along 
determined firewall port, which connection traverses the at least one firewall" is shown in 
'942 page 2, paragraph 0022; 

"multiplexing multiple streams of packets in the multiple send endpoint ports of the 
send endpoint unit, into the single determined firewall port, to form a single stream of 
multiplexed packets; sending the multiplexed packets over communication network 
through the opened tunnel connection, from the send firewall adapter to the receive 
firewall adapter" is disclosed in 6 942 page 3, paragraph 0034; 

"and demultiplexing the single determined firewall port into the multiple receive 
endpoint ports of the receive endpoint unit to form multiple streams of demultiplexed 
packets" is taught in '942 page 4, paragraph 0040. 

As to dependent claim 2, "further comprising before the sending step the additional 
step of providing a header protocol from a stack of protocols in response to the packet 
headers" is shown in '942 page 2 ? paragraph 0021. 

As to dependent 3, "further comprising the additional step of altering the protocol 
stack by adding or deleting specific protocols" is disclosed in '942 page 1, paragraph 0004. 

As to dependent 4, "wherein the at least one firewall is a single firewall between the 
communication network and either the send firewall adapter or the receive firewall 
adapter" is taught in '942 page 1, paragraph 0004. 

As to dependent 5, "wherein the at least one firewall is at least two firewalls, a send 
firewall between the communication network and the send firewall adapter and a receive 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/676, 1 74 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2134 

firewall between the communication network and the receive firewall adapter" is shown in 
'942 page 1, paragraph 0004. 

As to dependent 6, "wherein the communication network has a network protocol for 
distributing information packets" is disclosed in '942 page 2, paragraph 0020. 

As to dependent 7, "wherein the network protocol is TCP" is taught in '942 page 2, 
paragraph 0030, TCP equivalent to IP packets exchanged over the Internet. 

As to dependent 8, "wherein the communication is carried by voice and/or video" is 
taught in '942 page 2, paragraph 0020. 

As to dependent 9, "wherein the communication network is an internet" is shown in 
'942 page 2, paragraph 0020. 

As to dependent 10, "wherein the communication network is a wide area network" 
is disclosed in '942 on page 4, paragraph 0040. 

As to dependent 11, "wherein the communication network is a local area network" 
is taught in '942 page 4, paragraph 0040. 

As to dependent 12, "wherein the determined firewall port is selected by the send 
firewall adapter" is shown in '942 page 2, paragraph 0021 . 

As to dependent 13, "wherein the determined firewall port is selected from a range 
of firewall ports" is disclosed in '942 on page 2, paragraph 0024. 

As to dependent 14, "wherein the determined firewall port is predetermined" is 
taught in '942 page 4, paragraph 0054. 

As to dependent 15, "wherein the predetermined firewall port is a default port" is 
shown in '942 page 3, paragraph 0034. 



Application/Control Number: 10/676,174 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2134 

As to dependent 16, "wherein the predetermined default firewall port is the HTTP 
network port" is disclosed in '942 on page 4, paragraph 0054. 

As to dependent 17, "further comprising before the sending step the additional step 
of opening multiple logical communication channels within the opened tunnel connection 
by assigning channel numbers in the header of the packets, the multiple channels 
corresponding to the multiple send endpoint ports" is taught in '942 page 2, paragraph 0021. 

As to dependent 18, "further comprising after the sending step the additional step of 
opening multiple receive endpoint ports within the receive endpoint unit by assigning port 
numbers in the header of the packets, the multiple receive endpoint ports corresponding 
with the multiple logical communication channels" is shown in '942 page 2, paragraph 0021. 

As to independent claim 19, this claim is directed to the apparatus performing the 
method of claim 1 ; therefore it is rejected along similar rationale. 

As to independent claim 20, this claim is directed to the computer readable medium of 
claim 1; therefore it is rejected along similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ellen C Tran whose telephone number is 

(571) 272-3842. The examiner can normally be reached from 6:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Kambiz Zand can be reached on (571) 272-381 1. The fax phone number for the organization 

where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2134 
17 February 2007 



